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ABSTRACT 

This curriculum guide is designed for the Arabic 
language training of Peace Corps workers in Tunisia, and reflects 
daily communication needs in that context. An introductory section 
describes the materials' organization and competency-based approach, 
and lists the 28 specific competencies targeted and the constructions 
taught within each competency. Subsequent sections address the 
competencies individually, listing the lesson topic, competency, 
specific constructions (in Arabic) for the lesson in each language 
skill area (listening, speaking, reading, writing), vocabulary list, 
cultural notes, and additional references. Topics include greetings 
and introductions, self~ident if icat ion, classroom communication, 
postal services, telephone use, shopping, food and restaurants, 
describing preferences, requesting directions, family and family 
life, seeking medical assistance, transportation, describing work, 
travel, obtaining needed papers, responding to incidents, housing, 
invitations, emergency assistance, clothing, appropriate response in 
political and religious discussions, health, kitchen utensils and 
cooking, responding to police identity checks, and bargaining. Brief 
notes on trainee evaluation are appended. (MSE) 
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INTRODUCTION 







1 

* 

-Tf 

This Curriculum would not have seen the day without the great * 

work atmosphere of Peace Corps Tunisia; I have been having a i 

constant support from all Peace Corps staff, and especially our ’ 

Country Director John E. Roberts to whom I would like to express 

my deep respect. I would like also to extend my sincere gratitude - 

and respect to all Volunteers I worked with since Fall 1991, they 

have provided me with invaluable advice and feedback. i 

I should not forget Peace Corps instructors who have always been | 

an excellent resource for me in reviewing and updating this 1 

Curriculum based on their observations of Volunteers' interactions, 

needs and interests. 3 

Ridha Labidi who did not spare an effort to help finalize this ’ 

curriculum, i.e. in copying, adjusting, binding and reduplicating 

merits a pat on the back. 

To all those who contributed to this newly bor.. reference I feel 

very indebted. j 



This curriculum is merely a blueprint: an educational plan. It gets 
its power from the teachers who shape and implement it and from 
the learners equally who act upon it. Needless to say that the more 
creative and experienced language teachers are, the more effective 
and successful this curriculum will be in achieving its desired goals. 
That is certainly competent Volunteers both in communication and 
culture of the target language. 



The following Sections include a design rationale, a list of 
competencies and their correspondent grammatical points, as well 
as. single outlines of each competency. 



4 




DESIGN RATIONALE 



It is true that learning a second/foreign language is not as easy as 
learning one's first language; learning a first language is considered 
by some people as part of one's natural growing. This does not 
mean, however, that adults can not learn or excel in learning a new 
language. What changes with age is how and where learning is 
performed. 

Peace Corps' Prospective Volunteers represent a wide range of age. 
professional experiences and backgrounds. They also represent an 
enormous variety of educational experiences, including previous foreign 
language learning. This in itself facilitates the learning process because 
these learners are linguistically competent, i.e. they make comparisons 
and generalizations, in addition to being independent, which implies 
knowing exactly what they are supposed to learn and how to learn it. It is 
also of a great help to the instructor because adult learners will give 
input and make the class more active and teaching more fun. 

Contrary to the positive points adult learners may bring to teaching, some 
of them may find difficulty in learning and this is due health reasons or 
personal ones. With hearing loss and visual acuity decline, understanding 
of words and production of new sounds become difficult. If one finds 
some difficulty adjusting to the new environment and/or thinks about 
one's relatives whom he/she left behind, this could become a hinder from 
learning the language too. Understanding the adult learner and adjusting 
to the learning environment are crucial to successful language learning. 
Needless to say that strategies and techniques of teaching should always 
be remembered. Techniques that do not match or fit with adult learners 
should not be be taken wholeheartedly, i.e. those that rely on rote 
learning, speed, etc. . A long explanation about grammar or visual and 
auditory acuity should be avoided too. In contrast, techniques that 
facilitate and enhance learning should be reinforced, i.e. games (this 
should not turn, as a matter of fact, into a competition either), activities, 
role plays and experiential learning. 

It is no wonder that there is a big overlap between the characteristics ot 
adult learning and the Competency-Based Approach. 

The language program should respond to the language learning needs ot a 
range of participants. The Competency-Based Approach has been 



adopted in part because it seems well-suited to older learners. Rather 
than focusing on an arbitrary sequence of academic material (which 
might appeal most to recent college graduates), the Competency-Based 
curriculum puts the learners’ real-life needs at the center of the program. 
For example, one of the participants may be an environmental engineer 
with over 20 years of professional experience and no previous foreign 
language study, and with a learning style that favors experimentation 
and participation rather than analysis and memorization. 

This participant would probably have less success in a program which 
emphasized grammar than in one which included roleplays and 
assignments in the community. 

Competency-Based language teaching is flexible in terms of time, lea.:iing 
style and instructional techniques. Learners are not supposed to master 
all aspects of the language before starting practice, they are immersed 
and practice while learning. One point to remember is that there are no 
failures in a Competency-Based language classroom; learners have the 
possibility to practice a competency as aspects of the language are 
recurrent through the topics, visits and everyday practice. What counts 
most is what one says and not how to say it, as long as there is no break 
of communication. 

The following s<" tton will include the full list of competencies that 
emerged from a variety of needs assessment techniques and their 
correspondent grammatical points. 
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* Exchange appropriate ritualistic greetings. 

* Question words (asiL shnu). 

* Possessive pronouns (i/ya, (i)k, h/u ...). 

* Personal pronouns (ana, inti ...). 

* Identify seif and others. 

* Question words (mni:n, qadda:sJl). 

* Declensions of Nouns and Adjectives (mas. & fem.). 

* Prepositions (min. 1...). 

* The future. 

- Respond to classroom instructions. 

* The imperative of some verbs (Hill, sakkir, a:qif, etc.). 

* The present tense. 

* The negative form of the verb. 

- Send and receive maii/telegrams, 

* Declension of numericals (wa:Hid, waHda) 

* Conjunctions (walla). 

* Questions words (1 wi:n. bqadda:sh). 

* Conjugation of all verbs given - in the imperative- followed with object 
pronouns. 

- Make local and long distance telephone calls. 

* Conjugation of some verbs in the present (ya3mil, yHibb. yib3ajiL)- 

* Declension of question words fshnu. sLniya). 

Purchase food and personal items. 

* Use of the interrogative with no question words (yes/no questions). 

* The structure (I need). 

* Countables and non-countables (zi:t. 3dham, etc.). 

* Singular and plural of some nouns 

Order food at a restaurant and order drinks at a cafe. 

* Use of some adjectives and their opposites (sxu:n. barrid, ba:hi, xa:yib, etc.). 

* Some complex transitive verbs and their conjugation in the imperative 
(a3Ti:ni, ji.bli, zi:dni). 

* Review of the present with those verbs. 

- Describe Tunisian eating habits and characteristic foods. 

* Concord between nouns and adjectives (feminine adjectives with feminine 
nouns, etc.). 

* Use of opinion expressions like (fi ra:yi). 

* Intensifies and their position (placed before nouns and after adjectives). 

Describe eating and drinking preferences. 

* Use of the distributive (la ... la ...) 

* The comparative and the superlative. 

* Alternative questions (ama xi:r ... walla ...). 

- Ask for and follow directions. 

* More question words (kifa:sh). 

* Relative pronouns (illi). 

* Preposition of location (wra, mqa:bil, etc.). 






■i 

1 









l 

l 




* Exchange information about families. 

* Declensions of irregular adjectives (fern. & mas.). 

* Conjugation of (ma za:i). 

* Negation of adjectives. 

Describe Tunisian family life and relationships. 

* Use of frequency adverbs (sa3a:t, di:m. etc.). 

* Use of the causal conjunction (31a xa:Tir). 

* Use of reflexive personal pronouns (waHdi. waHdu, etc.). 

- Seek medical advice and help. 

* Introduction of the structure (qaddash 3andha.). 

* Use of the imperative and its plural. 

- Select means of transportation considering time, distance and 
availability. 

* Use of thamma to mean there is. 

* Reviewing the comparative form. 

* Reviewing the future. 

Describe Peace Corps mission in Tunica. 

* Introduction of the past tense (verbs of the first type). 

* The two different ways of using the dual (xubza/xubzti:n). 

- Design a travel plan to specific locations. 

* Introduction of modal auxiliaries (ynajjim. yilzim* etc.). 

* The present tense of verbs related to time (yuxruj, yuSil. etc.). 

- obtain a carte de sejour . 

* Use of the demonstratives and their declension. 

* Use of bash meaning to/in order to. 

Respond to "hassling'’ incidents. 

* Conjugation of object pronouns after prepositions (m3aya, m3 ark, etc.). 

* The negative form of the verb to have. 

* Review of the imperative. 

Describe housing preferences & purchase housing needs. 

* Use of the expressions of need naqisni and Haihti . 

♦Introduction of the present progressive. 

* Use of some expressions of preference (maDa biyya). 

* The present form of the impersonal verb yizzi with all object pronouns. 

Proffer/accept/decline invitations. 

* Idiomatic expressions. 

* Introduction of the expression (hayya) . 

* Review object pronouns and their connection to adverbs (baHDaya). 

- Request and get emergency help. 

* The passive voice. 

* Introduction of the past tense (verbs of the second type). 

♦ Use of interjections like (ijri:w li). 

- Purchase clothing. 

* More question words (bqaddasJU ■ 

* Use of the interronegative. 

* More . erbs in the imperative form. 

* The psural of colors and some items of clothing. 

Respond appropriately in political & religious discussions. 

* Expressions like (xaiii. niHtfadh b ra:yi/let alone, keep one’s thoughts to 
oneself, etc.). 

* Use of expressions of wish (rabbi yahdi). 

* Review of the imperative combined with object pronouns. 
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- Describe common aliments. 

* Introduction of the present perfect (tawwa 3andi). 

* Introduction of the past tense (verbs of the third type). 

* Sentence openers (yudJLhirli. bi dMh_ ahir). 

Maintain a house/apartment (contracts, moving in, paying rent, and 
bills). 

* Review of modal auxiliaries. 

* Introduction of the expression (fil waqt). 

* Review of the relative pronoun (illi). 

- Describe basic Kitchen utensils and their use. 

* Introduction r-f the past tense (verbs of the fourth type). 

* Expansion of prepositions. 

* Use of structures (kifaish ta3mil bash ...?). 

* The impersonal pronoun after verbs in the present (masculine and feminine 

forms). 

« Respond to police identity checks. 

* Introduction of the present participle of some verbs (ma:shi. ra:qid. etc.). 

* Review of the demonstrative pronouns. 

* Review of the past tense of verbs of the fourth type. 

Bargain appropriately. 

* Review of the imperative with some verbs. 

* Review of the present tense. 

* Introduction of the structure (tawwa 4* verb in the present) 
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1C: CLASSROOM ORIENTATION AND EXPRESSIONS 



COMPETENCY: EXCHANGE APPROPRIATE RrRJAUSTO GREETINGS 



OBJECTIVE: UPON COMPLETION OF THS COMPETENCY, TRAINEES WILL BE ABLE TO 

UNDERSTAND AND USE SOME OF THE FOLLOWING STRUCTURES 

LANGUAGE AREAS 



LISTENING 



3asl5ma *\ ^ MA fe 

SbaH il »:r 



tiSba3 la xi:r 



§bnu Hw3:lik? 






Stjnu Hw5:l 



Sbnu / 3andik 

Sab / /Jft 



nha:rik Tayyib L-up. 






nsjhurfik / ghudwa .Cx^, 






/ ijjim3a ijj3:ya 
/ Ia3§biyya 



SPEAKING 



Sb3H il xi:r 



tiSba3 iaxi:r 



3asiama \~a3i , — 

Sb3H il xi:r 
tiSba3 iaxi:r 
shwayya 

la ba:s, Hamduilah O&iLtast^Vj^ 
la bS:s, bark allahu 

ia bars, ySaysfoik UiJ 



Hatta stiay 



w inti z3:da 



hi shallah! 









Question words. 
Ssb, stsnu 



Possessive pronouns 




Personal pronouns 
inti 



huwa 

hiya 

aHna 






intutma 

hu:ma 




Declension of adjectives (mas. & fern ’) 
VOCABULARY 



Tunisian-Arabic is a right to left 
language, i.e. word order in sentences is 
different from other languages 

Tunisians use many religious and 
euphemistic words 

To be* does not have a conjugated form 
in the present like in other languages 

Adjectives are declined according to the 
gender and number of the preceding noun 



REFERENCE BOOKS 



Nouns 

Family members 

umm .p^ 

XU 

uxt cui A 
bu 
3amm 

Times of the day 
Sba:H ^ 
3shiya Ac- 
nha:r 


A Beginners' Course in Tunisian-Arabic 
English Tunisian-Arabic Dictionary 
Arabic Phrase Book 


Adjectives 

ta3ba:n 




mn:d£l 

mitqallaq 

jdi:d 
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TOPIC: 



PERSONAL INFORMATION 



COMPETENCY: IDENTIFY SB-F AND OTHERS 

GOAL ' " 

OBJECTIVE: UPON COMPLETION OF INIS COMPETENCY, TRAINEES WILL BE ABLE TO 

UNDERSTAND AND USE SOME OFTHE FOLLOWING STRUCTURES 



LANGUAGEAREAS 



LISTENING 

Sfonu / ismik ? f . 

! I ^ ...y X \ 

mni:n inti ? f 

inti / fransa:wi ? ..vV ja/ t - :A 

/ fransawiya 

3 s ±3 ta 3 mil fi tu:nis ?f yivvi. 



SPEAKING 



qaddSsh bash 
tuq3ud fi tu:nis ? 

wi:n / tuskun ? 

1 tixdim ? T..^Aj.y 



nqaddim lik 



litkallim bil3arbi ? 






ya3Ti:k iSSaHHa ! ! 



5:na min 






la,S:na / amarikani 

I amarikSniya'ti^^V 

?na mit7awwa3 I mitTawSa && a^bJi 
fi hayit issata:m|^^\74i*a^C*y^ 



39:mi:n ^ 

nuskun / fi 
nixdim / 

nitgjiarfu 









Sijwayya bark 



y3ayshik 



READING 



WRITING 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



16 




I 

i 

i 

i 



i 

i 



GRAMMATICAL FOCUS 



Question words 
mni:n - 

qadda:sb 
wi:n 

Prepositions 
li J>. 
ii 

min",^. 



The dual 
3ami:n 
nhari:n 



CULTURAL NOTES 



Tunisians ara always impressed with 
foreign people who speak their language 

Arabic is associated with Islam 

Only a few Tunisian people know about 
Peace Corps 
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The future 

b5§ft+ verb in the present 



Declension of nouns (mas. & fern.) 



VOCABULARY 



REFERENCE BOOKS 



Nouns 

mitTawwa3 
3a:m 
amarirkJT 



Verbs 

ya3mil 

yuq3ud 

yitkallim 







Adjectives 

fransa:wi 

amankffni tsz.\ 



Adverts ✓ 
bark .J>.i 



A Beginners 1 Course in Tunisian-Arabic 
English Tunisian-Arabic Dictionary 
Arabic Phrase Book 
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: RESPOND TO CLASSROOM INSTRUCTIONS 



GOAL 



OBJECTIVE: UPON COMPLETION OFTHIS COMPETENCY, TRAINEES WILL BE ABLE TO 

UNDERSTAND AND USE SOME OFTHE FOLLOWING STRUCTURES 

LANG JAGE AREAS 



LISTENING 



tfaslbdfcal/udxul 

/uxruj 

uq3ud 

5:qit'u:qif laA.*! 



sakkir/ il b3:b u«»u 
Hi!/ * ~1 

i:ja I /hu:ni Awi 

/ hna 



isma3 qbal_^ 
3a:wid! 



fhiml? f.CL»a>k 



yizzi y3aygtjik 
arja3 i blaStik 



SPEAKING 



bisftwayya 
sa:maHni 3andi 
m3 fhimtish 

ki fa:§b nqulu bi!3arbi? 



• 

5:sh m33n3!hsi? 
min fadhlik 3a:wid 



READING 



WRITING 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 
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GRAMMATICAL FOCUS 



CULTURAL NOTES 



Question words , 
ktfa:sT} Liui 

The Imperative 
3a:wid (sing.) 
3a:wdu (pi.) 

The Present Tense 
'3andi 

3andik JfSu* 
3andu 

3antiha\b&i’ 

3andna 

3andkum n&t, 
3andhum w^s. 

Prepositions 

bi 



The Negative Form 
ma+verb+ish 



JL. 



Tunisia rt-Arabic does not have a 

verb tor *to have’, instead, people use the 

prepostion *3and* conjugated with ail 

pronouns 

Tunisians frequently use the imperative 
without using the magic word ’please’ in 
their discourse. As a matter of fact, one 
should not take it as an offense 

Notice the use of borrowed words from 
Italian such as "blaSa" 



VOCABULARY 



REFERENCE BOOKS 



Nouns 

blaSa iL^A. 



suS:l 

ma3na 

ba* 



Verbs 
yudxul 

yuq3udTju*uLj. 
yqu:l (^^-£-- 5 . “ 
y3&:wid 
y3:qif 

yji: “ 

yisma3 
yifhim . 

Adverbs 
hu:ni t 

bishwayya v 




A beginners' Course in Tunisian- Arabic 
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POSTAL SERVICE 



COMPETENCY: SEND AND RECEIVE MAIL/TELEGRAMS 



OBJECTIVE: UPON COMPLETION OF THIS COMPETENCY, TRAINEES WILL BEABLETO 

UNDERSTAND AND USE SOME OFTHE FOLLOWING STRUCTURES 

LANGUAGE AREAS 



LISTENING 



SPEAKING 



tfadhdhii 



jw3:b walla ka:rt 
pu:slal ? 



b xams miya 



I wi:n ? E • 



I bu:sTa I yu:m 
msakra 




a3Ti:ni timbri I 
amari:ka J y^y^^ilcT^.s. 

jwi:b .... b qadd3:sh ••• 

nHibb nib3attj/ jw3:b 
/ kuli: 

I amari:k3 

waqta:§b tHill I bu:sTa 

tbamma bwat a latir 

qri:ba ? ? 







GRAMMATICAL FOCUS 



CULTURAL NOTES 



Conjunctions 
walla 3^ 

Personal Pronouns (ind. obj.) 



Packages might be opened 

for a usual check-up by customs. It 

should not be shocking it it ever occurs 

Sometimes it takes a long time to get a 
letter to the States; this depends essentially 
on overseas services 

To make sure one gets his/her letters 
and not have them misrouted, it Is 
advisable to write om the envelope 'North 
Africa" 



Declension of Numericais 
w3:Hid (m.) AjAjj, 
waHda (f.) .C^sr^ 



I 



VOCABULARY 




REFERENCE BOOKS S 


Nouns 

jwS:b 

kart 

miya a 

hngTa"4 k ^ v 
il yum 
timbri 

bwat i. - v\-v 
kuli: y ....^T 




S - 

A Beginners' Course in Tunisian-Arabio 

1 

English tunisian-Arabic Dictionary ™ ^ 

i 


Verbs 

ya3Ti ± 

yHibb - ~ 
yib3attii.,r_a^ 
VHil 




i 

i 


Adjectives ✓ 
msakra 
qnba ^ 
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TOPIC: 



POSTAL SERVICE 



COMPETENCY: MAKE LOCAL AND LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONE CALLS 

GOAL 



OBJECTIVE: UPON COMPLETION OFTHIS COMPETENCY, TRAINEES WILL BE ABLE TO 

UNDERSTAND AND USE SOME OFTHE FOLLOWING STRUCTURES 

LANGUAGE AREAS 



LISTENING 



I wi:n ? 

stinu in numru 
Sbnuwa il Kurd ? 

sfcniyya il bl3:d ? f 

wirn hSDi ? 

imsjii I kabirn 

numru thl5tha*ra^3uig^MgU 
shurf kabirn 
min g£i:r tn 2 iyya 
jarrib j 




READING 



SPEAKING 




uxti: nMibb na3mii 
taiifurn un pcv, y3aysfii 

I / amarirkS »VA 
/ turnis 0*9^ 

3252231 
309 

piyurria 
fi illinury 

ma thammasb tunalititi^^J 

ma yjSrwibsb * 

bark allahu ftrk 

yimsjii it taksifurn Ifl 



WRITING 



I 

I 

I 



iit 



GRAMMATICAL FOCUS 



CULTURAL NOTES 



Question words 
shniya XJta. 

The Present Tense 

Declension of: 

Question words 
Sbnu 

Adjectives ^ 

S:x ir 
uxra 



A polite way of asking for help from a 
person is to address a man as *xuya“ and 
a woman as “uxti* 

The rate per minute is the same in making 
phone calls, whether calling at night or 
during the day 

Tunisian Arabic does not have a pronoun 
for the neutral; objects are either 
masculine or feminine 



VOCABULARY 



REFERENCE BOOKS 



Nouns 
numru 
ku:d 
b&d 
kabirn 
uxt 

tSIifu:n 

tunaliti^^ilA^^ 



taksifuin 









Verbs 
yjarrib 
yHibb 
Ifcamma 
yjS:wib 
yimshi 



>* i 



Abject ives 
a:xir/uxra 






A Beginners' Course in Tunisian-Arabic 
English Tunisian-Arabic Dictionary 
Arabic Phrase book 
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TOPIC: SHOPPING 

COMPETENCY: PURCHASE FOOD AND PERSONAL ITEMS 

GOAL 

OBJECTIVE: UPON COMPLETION OF THIS COMPETENCY, TRAINEES WILL BE ABLE TO 

UNDERSTAND AND USE SOME QFTHE FOLLOWING STRUCTURES 

LANGUAGE AREAS 



LISTENING SPEAKING 



tfadfcdhil ash Hasfatik ? ? 




Ia ; ma 3andi:sh, ama 
thamma xadhdhar Ii qudda:m 



mta:3 il yu:m, w Hlu 
ki:(f) is sukkur J Ty 



Hadhir bSsh 







ii 



zi:t zitu:na w Ha:ra 

3andik Tma:Tim k3ab 7 Ti~d>- 4^- &L* 

y3ayshik _> 

xuya, u:zin li rial Tma:Tim 
w kilu 3nib w kilu lu:z LaX 

frishk il karmus ? 

uzin li rTai, yizzi 




READING 



WRITING 



il aswfi:m 






asa:mi il ghaila. 
wil xudhra £>., 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 
29 



GRAMMATICAL FOCUS 



CULTURAL NOTES 



Comparison 

Expressing resemblance 
W(f)(*J^ 



In Tunisia now, the date of expiration 
at which food spoils is indicated on the 
package 



Sing. & PI. of Nouns 
Countables & Non-Countables 



In rural areas people have a weekly 
market day where a variety of products 
are displayed 



The Present Tense of: 
Hashit 



Like the West, one can find all kinds ot 
products in big stores in major cities 



VOCABULARY 



REFERENCE BOOKS 



Nouns 

Groceries , 
sukkur 

Hli:b C—sU*- 
• ** 

zi:t L-L— 

Fruits & Vegetables 
Tma:Tim .»)»> ^ 



3nib l_ 
karmus 






Verbs 



Adjectives 
Hlu j*X~ 
frishkvJX^A^. 

Adverbs 
il kuddSm 

Conjunctions 

ama 
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I 
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TOPIC: FOOD AND DRINK 

COMPETENCY: ORDER FOOD AT A RESTAUARNT AND ORDER DRINKS AT A CAFE 

GOAL 

OBJECTIVE: UPON COMPLETION OF THIS COMPETENCY, TRAINEES WILL BE ABLE TO 

UNDERSTAND AND USE SOME OFTHE FOLLOWING STRUCTURES 

LANGUAGE AREAS 



LISTENING SPEAKING 



tfadhdhil ...y Jau 



3andna dj3:j ruti:, 
w kusksi: bil 
w kammuniyya 

tHibb ma Sa:fya? ? 

i:h/ Ha:dhir bash 



ash 3andkum fil 
ta3Tl:ni: I mini, y3ayshik 

a3Ti:ni Sla:Ta 
misbwiyya, w rbu3 djS:j 
w waHda ku:ka 



la:, mu:sh la:zim 



ta3Ti:ni il Hs3:b, y3ay^ik^^Mu 



a3Ti:ni wa:Hid sitmna:d^>^L^i^ U9 ^t»t 
y3ay§£iik 

nHibb zu:z kapi:san, 
w waHda ku:ka, iiS^AtXx^ 
w thl5:iha gatu: 



I 

I 

I 

I 

I 



READING WRITING 

il mini t 

il Hs3:b l-LJ 
itti:k3 .LSLJuSs 




MiijMliu 



GRAMMATICAL FOCUS 



CULTURAL NOTES 



Use of some adjectives & their opposites 
sxu:n/bS:rid .£,1 
HluVmurr L-s»» 



Difference in conjugation between 
ji:b w awTi: in the imperative 

Prepositions 
bi .—4. 

The defifnite article, i.e. sun letters & 
moon letters anti contraction, 
ilffiini ^ v ...y ^k\ 
id d|S:j 



Tips are not included in the price of meals 
and it is up to the customer whether or S 
not to give a tip ® 

Most, if not all, restaurants offer both meat Bj 
and fish; vegetarians can have salads ® 

A friendly way of calling a waiter is by B 
addressing him as xu:ya (m.)/uxti (f.) 0 



VOCABULARY 



Nouns 

rbua/nuS^o^/ r , 

Beverages 

qahwa Hli:b/kapis5:n^U^/c-jU^Aa 
ku:ka/sitruna:d -^1^4 Jj \ £*& 
Food 
Sla:Ta 

dj2:j . 

kusksi: ^j-v.a 
Snacks 
gatu 



REFERENCE BOOKS 
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Verbs 



yHibb/ya3Ti 

y3:kul. yu^rub'LAjyiyt^^* 
yxalliS , t ...ws Qlso. 



Adjectives 
misijwi: 
bni:n ./.•„ 



HluVqa:riS - c ^ J li/.. ; _ > y^- 

sxu:n/ba:rid .A w 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 
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34 





1 

I 

I 

I 

R 

I 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 
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COMPETENCY: DESCRIBE TUNISIAN EATING HABITS AND CHARACTERISTIC FOODS 

GOAL “ 

OBJECTIVE: UPON COMPLETION OFTHIS COMPET&JCY, TRAINEES WILL BE ABLE TO 



UNDERSTAND AND USE SOME OFTHE FOLLOWING STRUCTURES 

LANGUAGEAREAS 



LISTENING 



ya:Sdu gfaurba, w bri:k, 
w Sla:Ta, w maqara:na, 
walla marqit baTa:Ta, 
wghalla. 
w fis sHu:r y5:Wu 

walla yu:ghurt, w kuil 
wa:hid asj] yHibb. 



ghnuwwa ra:yik fil S. 

ma:kla it Uinsiyya? 



kusksi: bil La,iu;sh c 



SPEAKING 



shnu yaklu 
fi: rumdha:n? 




bS:hya barsha, ti3jibni: 
31a xa:Tir Ha:rra ya:sir 
ki:f il ml:kla 
ii maksikiyya ^ 

it twa:nsa yTaybu 
bil IHam di:ma, w ana 
ma nakulsh il IHam 

shniyya il ma:kla 
il masbhuira fi: tu:nis‘ 



READING 



WRITING 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 
35 



1 



GRAMMATICAL FOCUS 



CULTURAL NOTES 



Conjugation of: 

yi3jib + object pronoun 
jstjnu ra:y + possessive pronoun 

Use of intensifies 
Before nouns 
barstia xubz 

After adjectives . ' ~ 

sxu:n barsha 

Use of opinion expressions, like 
shnu ra:yik.,.? 
ash qawlik... --S 



Tunisian people eat the head, legs & tripe 
of sheep and cows 

In certain regions, people still use their 
hands to eat certain types of food 

It is still a common practice to eat 
*qaddi:d* which is a- preserved-in-salt 
meat (like smoked meat) 

There is a tendency to eat similar dishes 
in the holy month of Ramadhan 



VOCABULARY 



REFERENCE BOOKS 



Nouns 

baTa:Ta 

IHam 

dishes ' 

Sf a:Ta 

maqaruma “ 

Shurba 
bri:k . 



Adjectives , , 

m3ksikiyya toLuul* 
Ha:rra _ 
barhya 
mashhu:ra 
tunsiyya 

Adverts 

barsha 

y«T:sir 



Pronouns 

kui w3:Hid 



/ 
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FOOD AND DRINK 



COMPETENCY: DESCRIBE EATING AND DRINKING PREFERENCES 



OBJECTIVE: UPON COMPLETION OF THIS COMPETENCY, TRAINEES WILL BE ABLE TO 

UNDERSTAND AND USE SOME OFTHE FOLLOWING STRUCTURES 

LANGUAGE AREAS 



LISTENING 



Sfeniyya aHsan 
ma:kla ti3jbik? 

tHibb il mlu:xiyya 
walla la:? 



SPEAKING 



tushrub il bi:rra? 

ama xi:r il kusksi: 
walla il maqaru:na?" 

ta.-kul id djS:j? 



aHsan ma:kla 

ti3jibni: hiyya il maqaru:nqfc^^(^>t*=*i 

b3:hya, ama lu:nha 
g|]n:b §hwayya 

mush di:ma 

il maqaru:na 3andi: xi:r^v^^CjcA^yu& 

la, Sna viji:tary3n, la 1 3 
n5:kul la dj3:j la IHam . 

nHibb il ghalla barsha 

nushrub il gi2u:z barsherU> ^,w^ a^u_A 3^ 



READING 



WRITING 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 
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GRAMMATICAL FOCUS 



CULTURAL NOTES 



The comparative and the superlative 

Use of the distributive 

la... la d. 

Yes/No questions . 
tHibb walla la?f2Lo> 

Alternative questions 

ama xi:r.... walla ?f 3-* 



Most Tunisians have no idea of what a 
vegetarian is g 

Most Tunisians do not drink wine or 

eat pork even though both are available m 

in the market £ 

Just as language is a mix, food and drinks m 
also represent a mix, e.g. Turkish pastries. | 
Berber and Italian dishes, viz. Kuskus and 
Spaghetti respectively, etc. 



walla .3-, 



VOCABULARY 



REFERENCE BOOKS 



Nouns 

disties 

mluxiyya ^ - 

kusksi: 
colors 
drinks 

bi:rra/gazu:z 

Adjectives 

vijitaryan a-xzj ► 

ghrirb i e- 

bShyaU^S^. 
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ya:kul/yushrub 
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DIRECTIONS 



COMPETENCY: ASK FOR AND FOLLOW DIRECTIONS 



OBJECTIVE: UPON COMPLETION OFTHIS COMPETENCY, TRAINEES WILL BE ABE TO 

UNDERSTAND AND USE SOME OFTHE FOLLOWING STRUCTURES 

LANGUAGE AREAS 



LISTENING 



SPEAKING 



imabi Tu:l, w 
3al /limi:n 
/lisa:r 

sS:maHni, ma na3rafsljj>gy».'A 
istanna shwayya, ta3 ral. 



il bu:sTa.„? il markiz c ~5-U, ^ \\ 
bijnabha bidhdfcabT ,y4juia^ 

i:n3am. il mHaTTa 
il qudda:m 



xu:ya, wi:n j3:t 
il bu:sTa, y3ays{iik?? 

xu:ya, kifSish nimshi: 
I markiz isbsburTa? 



xu:ya, ha:Da hu:wa 
iT Tri:q illi yhizz 

! mHaTTit il kira:n7?jA>^\^feaB>A 



READING 



blS:yik in nhu:ja:l 
asS:mi il ida:ra:t 
asa:mi il mHaTTa:t 



muqhlaq/maftu:H 



mamnu:3 id duxu:l 



WRITING 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



mt. 






GRAMMATICAL FOCUS 



CULTURAL NOTES 



Question words 

wi:n / 

Relative pronouns 
illi 

Building the plural of certain nouns 



Preposition of location 



Road names and numbers do not count 
much for Tunisians in giving directions. 
They always use one building or location 
as a reference. 

Tunisians, unlike Westerners, do not 
use maps and find difficulty in reading or 
pointing to a place -on the map. 



VOCABULARY 



REFERENCE BOOKS 



Nouns 

busTaSlJ^ 
markiz 
StlurTa 
mHaTTa 




Adjectives 
qmb min 
b3i:d 3!a 



Prepositions 

wra 

qudda:m 
mqa:bi! 
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Adverbs 

gha:di 

baHDa 

bidfidliabT^^U. 



Pronouns 

iiii 
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TOPIC: 



FAMILY 
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I 

i 

I 

I 

I 

8 

8 

8 
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COMPETENCY: EXCHANGE INFORMATION ABOUT FAMILIES 

GOAL 

OBJECTIVE: UPON COMPLETION OFTHS COMPETENCY, TRAINEES WILL BE ABLE TO 

UNDERSTAND AND USE SOME QFTHE FOLLOWING STRUCTURES 

LANGUAGE AREAS 



LISTENING SPEAKING 



intu:ma qadd3:§i) fit 
3a:yla?f? v 






Ssil yixdim bu:k? 



inti /m3arns?f ,^».% a^./ 
/xa:Tib? 



ash ta3mil uxtik??^Ijrl.. 



iJa\ 



3andik awla:d? 

tusknu m3a ba3^kum?7^ge^x^iC.A% 



aHna xamsa fil 3a:ylaj^li^^L-^L^ 
ummi:, w bate, w 
w uxti:, w 5na 



aHna zu:z bn5:t, 
w thlartjja awl5:d, w ummi£]jg 




baba 




la:, ana must} 







uxti: ma za:lit taqra 
fil ja:m3a 

ana b awl3:di, w awl§:d^d^t 3 ^wU > V-^‘ 
awia:di 

• I 

nusknu m3a ummi, 
w baba yuskun 



READING 



WRITING 



8 

8 

8 

8 

8 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 
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GRAMMATICAL FOCUS 



CULTURAL NOTES 



Question words 
qaddS:sh 

Prepositions 

m3a 

Declension of irregular adjectives (f. & m.) 
3a:zib 

Sbiyya^Uill 

Present tense hnore verbs) 
yuskun 

yaqra a ~ 



Negation of adjectives 
mush + adj. 

Conjugation of maza:! 

Declension of the reflexive pers. pronoun 
waHd 



Non-Muslims are not eligible for adopting 
Muslim children 

Tunisian family members still live with 
close ties 

It is still not totally accepted that single 
men or women live alone in the same area 
their families live in - 

Divorce is common, however, poiigamy 
is forbidden by law 

The concept of half-brother or sister does 
not exist; it is actually brother or sister 
on either the mother or the father's side 



VOCABULARY 



REFERENCE BOOKS 



Nouns 

Family tree relatives & in-laws 

uxt^Xl 

nsi:b<__*uwA 
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yixdim 

ya3mil ^ u. 
yuskun 

yaqra — * 



Adverbs 



Adjectives 

mSarris^^^l^o. 

3a:zib/xa:Tib /.O ,U. 



NumDers 

w5;Hid/tbni:n 
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COMPETENCY: DESCRIBE TUNISIAN FAMILY LIFE AND RBJ\T10NSHIPS 



OBJECTIVE: UPON COMPLETION OF THIS COMPETENCY, TRAINEES WILL BE ABLE TO 

UNDERSTAND AND USE SOME OF THE FOLLOWING STRUCTURES 

LANGUAGE AREAS 



LISTENING 



SPEAKING 







GRAMMATICAL FOCUS 



CULTURAL NOTES 



Present tense 

Two conjugated verbs one next to the 
other to express a wish/request or 
Describe an event: no infinitive 
timshi: tzu:r 

Frequency adverbs 
di:ma 

(ba3dh) sa3a:t 

Causal conjunction 
31a xa:Tir 



One may still find two or three families 
living together, i.e. sharing the same house 

There is much more control of child birth 
and families are becoming more and more 
nuclear 



The elderly are taken care of by their 
children most of the time 



VOCABULARY 



REFERENCE BOOKS 



bu^> 



3a:yla ? 
uxt us. 
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yzu:r 

yji ; lx*** 
ySayyid 



Adveros 

di:ma 

(ba3dh) s333:t 
b3i:d 
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I 

I 



I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 
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3andik rundivu:? 

istanna shwayya, 
fawwa n3ayyiTlik. . 

ash bi:k la ba:s? 



wam:ni n§jiu:f, 

Hwaryjik, itnaffis, du:rSJ^^jfiiA«5j^ 

qaddSsh 3andha 
il Hka:ya? 

haw bash na3Tl:k jL 
dwa, w inshallah 
la b3:s, w rudd b3:lik 
3!a ru:Hik. 



READING 



nHibb nqa:bil iTbi:b 

i:h 3andi/ /+...*& v geA-Jk 
la ma 3andi:sfc t sJ Tyau*^j»- . , 



ma3ldti tu:ja3 y5:sir/ 

3andi sxa:na / f\ L^l ae ^^y ^c. 

kirsiji tijri: 



nha:ri:n 



bislama, y3aysbik 






WF7/TWG 
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,, Hli:M 






GRAMMATICAL FOCUS 



CULTURAL NOTES 



Question words 

w - 

Prepositions 
3 la .^-«r 

Structures tike 

qaddSsb 3andha...??..LbI^^Ai 



Some people in rural areas still use some 
traditional treatments because they can 
not afford to go to a medical practitioner 

Practically everyone benefits from the 
National Health Service and are treated 
for a symbolic contribution if not for free 

Some people go to the practitioner only 
in serious cases, but not for a cold or a 
stomach ache 



VOCABULARY 



REFERENCE BOOKS 



Nouns 
Hwa:yij 
dwa 
ru:H 
b5: 
Tbirb 
ma3da 
sxarna 
kirsp 





Verns ^ 

y3ayyiT 
ywarn: 

yijri: " 



yhizz 

yitnaffis 

yau:r .v 
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COMPETENCY: SELECT MEANS 0FTRANSPCRTAT10N CONSIDERING TIME 

GOAL DISTANCE AND AVAILABILITY 



OBJECTIVE: UPON COMPLETION OF TH/S COMPETENCY, TRAINEES WILL BE ABLE TO 

UNDERSTAND AND USE SOME OFTHE FOLLOWING STRUCTURES 

LANGUAGE AREAS 



LISTENING 



la ma thamm3:sh ^ £ 



,ttj:D ii !uwa:j. 









ma na3rafsh bqaddSsh^ 
biihdhabT 

mumkin kul nuSS s^:3a^L*- :; ^ 



taqri:b s2T:3a 






il luwa:j xj:r mjt tra:n 
31a xa:Tir asra3 
wil waHid Hurr til waat 



SPEAKING 



• t • H « 

jiiamma trSn yimsfii 



I zaghwSin? 

mata, kif£:§h nimshi 
I zaghw3:n? 

bqaddash za3ma? 



waqtSsh tuxruj? ?. 

w qadd3sh tuq3ud? ? A a 

bash naxu it tr3n I 
31a xa:Tlr id dinya 
w hu:wa kiimatizi: 
w artaH mil iuwa:i T 






VJ- 



READING 



biaiyik ii mHaTTa:t 

maHaTTit tu:nis 
ii janu:biyya 

maHaTTit il luwa:ia:t C^\ 




[ > t V n »i i «k .'w\ 



il awqa:i 
Daha:b 

iyya;b WrA. -T, A 



WRITING 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 
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• I 



i — rtrrttrrm m^'rrtTmafyn 




GRAMMATICAL FOCUS 



Question words , 
krf3:sh 
qaddS:sfc 



The comparative 
b3:hi — > xirf* .. 

The future 

The expression 
za3ma 



K<— 



CULTURAL NOTES 

There are special means of transportation 
in Tunisia, which are used to link remote 
areas with towns: they are called ‘naql ri:fi 



It is always safer to travel by train: this n j 
does not mean that other means are not $| y' 
reliable '* 

In travelling by van, one tea to use his/ || 
her own force to get a seat as there is no ™ 
order of first come first served 



VOCABULARY 



REFERENCE BOOKS 



Nouns 

lua:| .AftA 

tran 

dinya 

waqt 

sS:3a 

Verts 

yuq3ud 

yuxrui 

ya3raf 

Adjectives , 

klimatt2»: (l ^V^6i 

sxu:na 






Adveros 



taqn:b - 

hJddiQabT 

inSla 
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TOPIC: 



POUCH 



COMPETENCY: DESCRIBE PEACE CORPS MISSION IN TUNISIA . 

GOAL 

OBJECTIVE: UPON COMPLETION OFTHIS COMPETENCY, TRAINEES WILL BE ABLE TO 

UNDERSTAND AND USE SOME Or THE FOLLOWING STRUCTURES 

LANGUAGEAREAS 



USTENING 



SPEAKING 



agh ia3mii munadhdhimt 
hayit issaS:m? 

w shku:n kawwinha? ? 



w 3andha barsha fi 
tu:nis? f ...... y* 



hiyya munadtjma t3a:win<\ 
il bukffin in na:mya 



kawwinha Kennedy 
3a:m 1961. 



•' jafiL-f Le- 



min 3a:m 1962; 3a;wnit 
it twa:ns3 fi baryta 

majS:ia:t, ki:f iniya:^a?UJ^^4C^V^ 
wii f!5:Ha... ... ^ 



w tawwa, 5sh 



mazS:Iit t3a:win 
it twa:nsa; tbamma 

as5:tDa fil ja:m3a... L^a&ijteL Ji 



r r> 








Nouns 
is saia:m 
munadfoma 
buid5:n 
as5:tDa 

maja;[3:t .ul^ClL?c*.. 
riya:dha 

Verbs j 

ykawwin 

ya3mil <^±*3* 

y3a:win 

Adverbs 

mazS:l 

tawwa a.XpJl 
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Prepositions 

min/fi 

Pronouns 

barsna 



60 




READING 



WRITING 



il awqa;t 

il inTila:q 
il wuSu:t 

3abr v ■ ^ g- 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



ivj 



GRAMMATICAL FOCUS 



CULTURAL NOTES 



Question words 
waqtflRhTCjA 
kif3sh?T^\_k_^ 

Yes/no questions 

walla iaTfdi.3. 

Present tense 

Modals 

ynajjim 

yilzim * 



Tunisians do not make maps of how to get 
to their houses nor even make travel plans 

The concept of time is meaningless to 
some Tunisians; they do not, as such, ask 
for schedules to get the right bus or 
metro. They go to the stop and spend a 
long time waiting. 



VOCABULARY 



REFERENCE BOOKS 



Nouns 



nzfrrvasvurn^^A , 
tran/mitru/lua:i. 

naqi ^ ^ 

mHaTTa ^ 

Time 

draj 
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yahbiT ^ 

Adjectives 

!S:zim 

a:xir/uxra 






X/..JZ 



PreDositions 

ba3d 



Adveros 

thamma 
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COMPETENCY: OBTAIN "CARTE DE SEJOUR" 



OBJECTIVE: UPON COMPLETION OFTHIS COMPETENCY, TRAINEES WILL BE ABLE TO 

UNDERSTAND AND USE SOME OF THE FOLLOWING STRUCTURES 

LANGUAGE AREAS 



LISTENING 



SPEAKING 



ash/ 3andik?f 
/Hashti 

ji:b il kuntra:tu walia mz?t 

warqit il ma walla -o 

idbdbaw w tjjimha^d^^, llwsaA 
tSarwir w 3ammir ^C**-**^*^ 
il warqa/maTbu:3a 

ba3d 3ashra ayya:m 

3a§lira ayy5:m 



nHibb nTalla3 kart 
siju:r. gtjniyya 

il awra:q ill5:zma/ # . .^v ^ 3 

ash yilzimni? 



waqtash taKcibar? 



qaddSsh tuq3ud b3§tt cJjA-t 
taHdhar? * . >-» * 



READING 

maTbu;wit il kart v. 
d siju:r ; 






WW7WG 



ta3mi:r 



maTbu:3a *A. 
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GRAMMATICAL FOCUS 



CULTURAL NOTES 



Question words 
5sh 

qaddgsh 

waqtash 

Demonstratives 
h3:Ca (m.) 
h3D3:ka JuiVj* 
hS:Di (f.) >V“^ 
haDi:ka * 

haDu: kum (pi.) 

Infinitive with 
bSsh 

The imperative 



Deadlines are not carved in stones; they ■ 
are not always respected by administrations. 
Sometimes it takes a month for paperwork, M 
that needs only one week, to get processed® 
As a matter of fact, the enquirer ends up 
conning and going without any previous M 
notice. B 



The dual and plural of some nouns 
nha:r/nha:ri:n 
tiJlStbS ayyS:m 



VOCABULARY 



REFERENCE BOOKS 



Nouns 

kart 



kart 

awra:q y 

kuntratu 



dhaw Jjs*. 
taSwcra 
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Adjectives 

fa:zim (m.)/IS:zma (f.) 

Verbs 

"Haija 1 * 

yTalla3 A 

yHibb 

yilzim 

yua3ud 

yaHdbir v.y^>-=& > 



68 






ISbBH 



)iX XH 
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TOPIC: EVERYDAY LIFE 

COMPETENCY: RESPOND TO "HASSUNG 11 INCIDENTS 

GOAL 

OBJECTIVE: UPON COMPLETION OF THIS COMPETENCY, TRAINEES WILL BE ABLE TO 

UNDERSTAND AND USE SOME OF THE FOLLOWING STRUCTURES 

LANGUAGE AREAS 



LISTENING 



qadda§h i! waqt? f 
nHibb naHki m3a:k 



i:ni 3im:k 



SPEAKING 



ma 3andi:st) waqt 

naHHi yiddik; 
a§b tHibb? ? 

yizzi. y3ayshik. 

aHtram ru:Hik, y3ay^iki!£i3^^ 



ana nuskun w nixdim 
fi bla:dik . 

ana mush turirst 



xalli k!5:mik 3andik ^uj 
wib3id 3liyya min 



READING 



WRITING 



65 






GRAMMATICAL FOCUS 



CULTURAL NOTES 




TOPIC: HO USiNG . 

COMPETENCY: DESCRIBE HOUSING PREFEnPCES AND P U RCHASE HOUSING NEEDS 

GOAL 

OBJECTIVE: UPON COMPLETION OF THIS COMPETENCY, TRAINEES WILL BE ABLE TO 

UNDERSTAND AND USE SOME OFTHE FOLLOWING STRUCTURES 

LANGUAGE AREAS 



LISTENING 



tfadhdnii, ash 



3andi da:r b mya 



w xamsi:n 



qadda:sh tHibb min bi:t?T 



SPEAKING 



niawwij 31a da:r lilkra 

maDa biyya fiha ma sxu : -aVA* 



samaHni ma najjim .. 
nidfa3 kS:n tis3i:n .4: 



idda:r ha:Di mnidya » A-afc»A.& 

w Sna nHibb da:r fiT 
Ta:q lu:I 

bi:t wahda (iZ2i:ni 



naqiSni 
Hashti b 
a3Ti:ni 






READING 



WRITING 
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GRAMMATICAL FOCUS 



CULTURAL NOTES 



Expressions of need 
naqiSnir/^ y^^A v 

Expressions of preference 
maDa biyya .1 IlAcsJu. 

W * 

The imperative 

The present progressive , 

(qa:3id) + na:kul v J>iL>.+ 

, nlawwij 



The first floor for Tunisians is not the 
ground floor 



Even though some Tunisian landlords do not 
want to make a contract, it is very B 

important to have one. Without a contract, 4 ® 
it is very difficult to get a "carte de 
s6jour - n 

Unless one speaks French, it is good to 
be accompanied with someone who g* 

understands the language because almost If 
ail contracts used are in French. 

Some landlords ask for a down payment/ ■ 
guarantee of one or two months rent, or 
some will coach you on how to get around 
having to have a housing contract % 



VOCABULARY 



REFERENCE BOOKS 



Nouns 



A Beginners* Course in Tunisian-Arabic 



Ta:w!a 7J 
baTTamyya 
mya/xamsi ; n ( \ > m > n / . 



kra 
ait .v, 
Ta:q 

Veros 

ysnu:f 

yiawwii 



Adiectives 

waHdaO^.Ox^ 



English Tumsian-Arabic Dictionary 



Arabic Phrase Book 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 







I 

1 

I 

I 

1 

I 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

i 

a 

a 

a 

a 




COMPETENCY: PROFFER/ACCEFT/DECUNE INVITATIONS 



GOAL 

OBJECTIVE: UPON COMPLETION 0FTHI5 COMPETENCY. TRAINEES WILL BE ABLE TO 

UNDERSTAND AND USE SOME OF THE FOLLOWING STRUCTURES 

LANGUAGE AREAS 



LISTENING SPEAKING 



illi:la bast] ^ 

titSashsha baHD£:ya! \ 



il yu:m bSsb timsfai 
tufTur m3aya .(^ 




bahi, bark allahu (i:k 

maDa biyya, ama 3andjc3^V^V^^* 
ma na3mil; xalli majrac&h^^^ 
uxra inshailah; \ 



hayya nimshi:w nushrbu^£^ 
Haja! jw 

5sh ta3mii? 



hu:w.'5 yji: minnu: (. . 
int i dhi:fi 



inshailah 






samaHni, tawwa ma U^; 
naijimsh 



bash nxallaS 




tnajjim tji: m3a 
issitta w nuSS? 




READING 



WRITING 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 
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safe Jl 



GRAMMATICAL FOCUS 



CULTURAL NOTES 



Question words 



The future 

Structures like 
hayya 

huwa yji: T'innu 

Declension of pre^ sitions & adverts 



When invited, some Tunisians take some 
fruits or cakes to their host families. 

Tunisians often offer to treat friends; it 
is not customary for each to pay for 
himself/harself. 

One should expect hosting families to 
insist that their guests eat from 
everything, even '.ood they do not like. 
Diplomacy in finding a way out should 
always be remembered. 



moaal 

ynajjim 



yittashsha 
yufTur 
yusnruo u 
yxalliS 
ya3mil ^ 
yitfag^ghi 
yxaili 



Some families still eat from the same 
dish and drink from the same glass. 

One is expected to wait for tea to be 
served before leaving. 



VOCABULARY 



REFERENCE BOOKS 



Nouns 

fTu; L-2>^ 

3sha l: 
sitta 
nuSS /. . 
dhi:f i j 
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.to. 



XV* 1 . rSO 



iiH 



Competency 




73 




TOPIC: 



PCUCE 



COMPETENCY: REQUEST AND GET BffiBGBJCY HELP ' 

GOAL 

OBJECTIVE: UPON COMPLETION OF THIS COMPETENCY, TRAINEES WILL BE ABLE TO 

UNDERSTAND AND USE SOME OPINE FOLLOWING STRUCTURES 

LANGUAGEAREAS 



LISTENING 



- SPEAKING 



ijrcwli! /Sa:Hbi dax He 

/Sa:Hbi dharou 

il kurun/idhdhaw 



Sail bi:k? fs 



ma txa:fiah! 



shbi:k la bS:s? 



ta3mil mziyya 

ID isti3ta:li f ....^ -at a d U a5 T - 

Ta:Hit 3Jiyya nttdriyya t ^!l^L^*«. , Ual)a. 
w ma najpmst) naiqif 
sa:qi, y3aysJjik uThib-JW 
il idaua w qui Ihutn 



Ils3itni 3aqrab . 



hizni III bu?sTa.‘ v3awhi 
nHibb na3mil talifu:n 

iTUOVl 

da:ri tsarqit, timghi 

m3aya ID maikiz, y3ayshilJcUax£ySLLa. 
Sbi3lit inna:r fi da:ri j JS37 IhA V.< 

uTIub il Himarya, fi:sa3 AA Jk 



READING 



WRITING 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 
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TOPIC: SHOPPING , 

COMPETENCY: PURCHASE CLOTHING _ 

GOAL 

OBJECTIVE: UPON COMPLETION OFTHIS COMPETENCY, TRAINEES WILL BE ABLE TO 

UNDERSTAND AND USE SOME OFlhE FOLLOWING STRUCTURES ^ 

LANGUAGE AREAS -_r 2 



LISTENING 



i:h, 3andna L'hV^-j 

la, ma 3andn3:§h ,« 3 



azraq fSitaH walla gha:maq?J^u 



3andna, sfanuwwa itta:y 
illitHibb? 



IfaUbdljil 
tbni:n w 3ishri:n dinair^^^ij^^ 
la ma 3andnasb 
biTbj:3a! 



warri:ni nsfciu:f! \\ 

Hlu, ja qaddik 



SPEAKING 



.fiT 



3andkum/swff: 
/ara : wil? ?, .7« 



>"T y 

:ri? -swAA* 



Sandkum fil mudei haiDa 
fO azraq? 






Rl azraq? 

SteH 
arb3i:n 

bcjaddaisitf^-jL* 

ma 3andkum§h sgy jl 
"SuWi:? 

najjim nqi:s? T( z=z ^x 
shnu ra:yik? Z 



READING 



tikiyS:t il aswa:m « -l A «>-> 

Sudd v v - * 

rimi:z 




KW77NG 



lista mta:3 ilHwfi:yij . 



; v'i 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 
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GRAMMATICAL FOCUS 



CULTURAL NOTES 



Question words 

bqaddSsi] j 

atinu ^ 

Yes/No questions 
The interronegative 
The present tense 



.Prices in stores indude (VAT) tax; it is 
not like the States where tax is added 
to the prices of items purchased. Prices 
in stores can not be negotiated. 

Sizes all over the country are European 
(continental) not American, and only 
imported items have both. 

1 — . w . . . — .1 

. . „ t— ‘~j l>. uMly ■ • 'J* 



. i -.TiUP.!£ 

— . ? dCsrJ 

—jsLJ.... • 

.uvte.J * .v.*r«QJ 



VOCABULARY 



REFERENCE BOOKS 
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Verbs 
ywarri 
y§bu: t 
yqi:s a 



Adjectives 

azraq 

gha:maq/ta:taH ..^1' 
Suldi^i^o 
Hlu 
qad 



Jjfc/.x.A-Alt- 



Adverbs 

biTbi:3a % 
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OPINION TALK 



COMPETENCY: 


RESPOND APPROPRIATELY IN POLITICAL AND RELIGIOUS DISCUSSIONS 


GOAL 




OBJECTIVE: 


UPON COMPLETION OFTHIS COMPETHJCY, TRAINEES WILL BEAGLE TO 
UNDERSTAND AND USE SOME OFTHE FOLLOWING STRUCTURES 

LANGUAGE AREAS 



LISTENING 



3!3:sjj ma tislimatl?%_jn» \.. « A\ 

2hnu rayik fi syasiAJui^J^^^ii. 
tu:nis? 

Siinu rayik fi /Glinton?f^i \C> V^ v ■* ■ ' -** 
/Bush? 

Stinu rayik fi sy3sit^\^.» ^j>/a »^ A 
amarika fit 3a:lam? t 



SPEAKING 



rabbi yahdi, w hull 
wS:Hid w di:nu 

is sySsa fi b&di tirta 

tbimni:sb, xalD fi bt5 :dik>SPa 'i&r' y * >' » <■> * £ 

- buiiaVV w 

rayi musts muhim kj^y*^ 

niHtfadb b rayi 

xaliina naHkiiw 31a HajaL4 
thimna, ama is sySsa/ 
id di:n 3andh um mw5S:hum 

• _ :'_.LCC‘I 



READING 



WRITING 



91 






GRAMMATICAL FOCUS 



Question word! 
3B§b 

Prepositions 
3lS a. ^ Sr 

*4 ^ • 

fi *««««• 



The negative form 

The present tense 

Structures like . . 

"jifrftfailb £ ra^i 
kali! 




VOCABULARY 




Nouns 

3a:lam c. 

siyS:sa 

ra:y + Jv" 

rabb 

di:n 

b!3:d «>JL> 

mula 

Verbs 
yislim 
yahdi: 
yaHki: 
yhimm 
yiHtfaglhJfefciUJp^ 
yxalli: v 



Adjectives 

muhimm 



Conjunctions 

amma: 



CULTURAL NOTES : 



Arabic is the language of Islam and it is 
no wonder that people will ask anyone 
speaking that language to convert to Islam 



% 

I 

1 



'S. 



Some people are inclined to talk about 
polite in general and the American 
policy vis-4-vfe Arabs In pa rticula r. 




z . :3a 




e 



v. ;.C -:vr Jr 
■■2; a 





REFERENCE BOOKS 
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HEALTH AND ANATOMY 



COMPETENCY: DESCRIBE COMMON AILMBTTS 



OBJECTIVE: UPON COMPLETION OFTHIS COMPETENCY, TRAINEES WILL BEABLETO 

UNDERSTAND AND USE SOMEOFTHE FOLLOWING STRUCTURES 

LANGUAGE AREAS - . 



LISTENING 



Sbbi:k la ba:s??^\^3.jC 



m2 ri:tisb fatHi il 

3andik bar^ha 
insballah la ba:sl 



SPEAKING 



'.z.: . ;o’ *»ir *»t 



xasfcmi yijri <;;;j ^t :s »iJW 
Sdrsbi tijri * 

_ *• rpJ-J 

_jjr3:jmi yaHrquJ^e^ 
tarsi yu:ja3 

la, ma ja:gii; yudfahuri^f-^ 
bidMiathir mri:gb a 

tawwa 3andi thft&a ayyff y 
w 3na na3Tas w nkuH 







GRAMMATICAL FOCUS 



CULTURAL NOTES 



Question words^ 

Stnjctures like - 

dha.iirli/bidbdba:hjr Ljo* 

The past tense 

The interranegative 

The present perfect ... / 

. 3andik barsfia 
. . tawwa 3andi • • ' 



Tunisians use euphemistic language when 
enquiring about someone's health or talking 
about diseases 

Quite a lot of people do not go to a 
practitioner unless they are very sick J 



_ ■ -*- 1 -» ■ .i-iwQ2 



yra i 
yu:ja3 
ya3Tis 
ykuHH 

yaHraq ,.^ as_» 



Adjectives 



mn:dt} j>** 



Adverbs 



tawwa C>.* 



• -:ri _2!i:h 5m 



■f-T -dT’-'- -“CflSt. 



VOCABULARY 



Nouns 



yu:m ^ 

Parts of f/jo Oddy 
ra:s 

s3:q A, 

kiiSfi 

3l:n 

gr5:]im 



. . 1 si ^aiJartsot 



flEFEflEWCE BOOKS 
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TOPIC; H0US8MG 

COMPETENCY: MAINTAIN A HOUSE/APAHTMENT AS RELATES TO CONTRACTS, MOVINGjN 

GOAL PAYING RENT AND BILLS 

OBJECTIVE: UPON COMPLETION OF THIS COMPETENCY, TRAINEES WILL BE ABLE TO 

UNDERSTAND AND USE SOME OF THE FOLLOWING STRUCTURES 

LANGUAGE AREiS 



LISTENING 



SPEAKING 



yilzmik tiqra ; 

il kuntratu 

w tifhim ish §buru:f 

yilzmik tidfa3 il 
Hash igfc §tjarT illi (*}& 
fil kuntratu 

il ma w idbsJljaw musb ?..>» «» 

(taxli:n fil kra 

la, yilzmik tgj)3:wir_^j'.y.. \»A y<^ 
il maliark qbal ^y^.wi3J3\ 

yilzmik txalliS il ma 
w idblbaw fil waqt maV 
kffn§j] yquSSuhum 

waqt ma tHibb % 

fi uxxir ish shhar^^rt*. t 



;:=ccM 






il ma dS:xil fil kra? f 



najjim nkaaair il Hi:T 
hSDa? -*> 



waqtSsh najjtm naqqil? 



READING 



WRITING 



annu:ns 
dyS:r lil kra 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 




GRAMMATICAL FOCUS 



CULTURAL NOTES 



Question words < . 
waqtSistl (Jit 

Structures like 
5na 
xalll 

Relative pronouns 
iDi ‘ 



Demonstrative pronouns 



The present tense 



One should be home the day the man from 
' the electric or water company comes to do 
the meter reading, otherwise the amount offi 
money will be approximate to the previous oft 

Rents are more expensive in big cities than ■ 
smaller towns. In rural areas it Is very cheap ft 
to rent a house. 1 

An unmarried couple sharing a house is not ft 
a common practice in Tuntesa; in fact 8 is 
__ ,._not accepted, l.'n ;s: "urttt « 

x • B i 

0 /- r *%c • -•'** 1 

- ; 411 r%&r £ ® B 

.iSlinU/l ■ 



Adverbials 

fi (i) I waqtc^JL^ 



Verbs 



ynajjim 
yHawwi ^ _ 
yiqra 

yifhim 1 

yana : wi r\^LiL&. 
yquss 

ykassir Xa 



Adverbs , 

ma Ka:nis£i 






Ctiiii 11 ^ ixiTi u 

L. . -w X r .ixSb 

^ v.v:4y£i cnuUnt at 



VOCABULARY 



REFERENCE BOOKS 



Nouns 
kuntratu 
sbarT 
tea TJ 

dbaw^ 
mallS:k J>*i 
Hi:T Ji- 



35 " 
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1C: FOOD AND DRW 

COMPETENCY: DESCRIBE BASIC KITCHEN UTBISHS AND 7HER USE 



OBJECTIVE: UPON COMPLETION OFTHIS COMPETENCY, TRAINEES WILL BE ABLE TO 

UNDERSTAND AND USE SOME OFTHE FOLLOWING STRUCTURES 

LANGUAGEAREAS 



LISTENING 



SPEAKING 



3andik /kuku:t? S i , 

/fibqa:la kbi:ra?§^^t2Lj 


i:h, 3andi c *Xdu£rf&^ 
la, ma 3andi:sti >.V^ 


wi:n b3sb tgba Hi 
il maqaru:na? 






bil kiskg:s 


i:n tTayyib iTTajiinT^g^SA^ 


HI fu:rma 




yilzimni: shaww3;y 
w kisff:n r A 



READING 

■j 




WRITING 




il asw3:m ^L» 

i 

i 






- 


i 


90 




4 




i m 




i 






GRAMMATICAL FOCUS 



CULTURAL NOTES 



Question words 
wi:n 

The future 

The negative 

Modais 

Prepositions 

bi » 

« 

The past tense 



Typical dishes have their typical pots, e.g. 
kuskus 

It is still a common practice in certain 
regions of the country that engaged wome 
buy a lot of kitchen utensils as their 
contribution to the marriage. 



VOCABULARY 



REFERENCE BOOKS 
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Verbs 
yghalli: 
ySaffi: > 
ytayyib C-^c* 
yilzim 



Adjectives 

kbi:r 



r vJO J 

:r 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



COMPETENCY: RESPOND TO POLICE lummY CHECKS 



OBJEC77VE: UK N COMPLETION OFTHIS COMPETENCY, TRAINEES WILL BE ABLE TO 

UNDERSTAND AND USE SOME OFTHE FOLLOWING STRUCTURES 

LANGUAGEAREAS 



LISTENING 



SPEAKING 



ta3Ti:ni awra:qik t 

min fadhlik? " 


tfadhsJhii, hS:Di il kart^ 
d siju:r 


asb ta3mil fi 


5na mitTawwa3 fi haviA 
issalSim — £j|. ^ 

. *2:&n 


wi:n 


ma:sl 3 i 1 Sa:Hbi fi jirba^s 


tlad&ghal awra:qik, &^~a\ 
Tri:q 


/ t c i 

bark aJlahu fi:k 

* 'i?C*n 



READING 



WRITING 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 





grammatical focus 



CULTURAL MOTES 



Question words 
a sh 
wi:n 

Polite question forms 



3 quoailVil IWIIIIO / 

ta3Ti:ni y3ayst)ik?!<j£u» 



Possessive pronouns 
i ntS:3l m 

rntS:3ik Ju L m i 



The police ask for ID cards to check those 
who have not done their military service 
and engage them 

ID cards check ups are also done with 
drivers to verify that they have paid car tax 

* m' , 

In situations ISke a fight, or a skirmish at 
the stadium, the police may ask for ID 



Present participle of soma verbs 

»*■ 

Demonstratives 



hSDa (m.yhaDi (f.) 
hSDSka <m.y hSDika 



haDu:ma (pi.) 
haDu:kum (pi.) 



-■SI Jifa 



-hw 



..^7-. . . j +»* ■ •<- • m 



VOCABULARY 



REFERENCE 9C0KS 



Nouns 



warqa 

ka:rt 

Sa:HtooS^. 

hayia ^ La 
mutTawwaS 

ya3mil 
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* 



TOPIC: 

COMPETENCY: 

GOAL 

OBJECTIVE: 



SHOPPING 

BAR GAIN APPROPRIATELY 




UPOW COMPLETION QFTHiS COMPETENCY, TRAINEES WILL BE ABLE TO 
UNDERSTAND AND USE SOME OFTHE FOLLOWING STRUCTURES 

LANGUAGEAREAS % 



LISTENING 



SPEAKING 



b xams miySit alf 



!a mush gha:lya, 31a 
xa:Hr siI3a bShya 
hayya b qaddSsb 
tsa:3dik? 

la shwayya, nxalli:h5: 
(ik b arb3a mya:t 



la, akahaw 



A . 



§hu:f fi 3aqiikl 



xurya, b qaddSsb ^ 

haz zarbiyya? £..*& 

gha:lya bar^a/ya:sifjyA«*/^^ 



tblalba 



mya:t alf sjAvc_A Jk 




READING 



Ta:ba3 il garanti 






WRITING 



in 96 



GRAMMATICAL FOCUS 



Question words u 
bqaddash 

The imperative 

The present 

Structures (I am going to) in Arabic 
taw(wa) + verb in the present 



CULTURAL NOTES 



Bargaining is accepted in open markets, 
but not in stores or malls 

Artisans in the suks may try ail possible 
ways to sell their goods and insist a lot: 
diplomacy is required in such situations 



s 



I 



:~ia 



i 



.jiX 






1 J 






VOCABULARY 



REFERENCE BOOKS 



Nouns 

zarbiyya 
mya 
alf 

Jhiaiha 






du:ra 

sil3a Aj-Co i 
arb3a 



Verbs 

yTayyaH 
yshu:f * \ 

ys9:3id ,i 
yxalli 

Adjectives 

qha;li 

b3:hi > 



Intensifiers 

ya:sir/barsha 

Sjnwayya 
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B 



-41 



R 

I 

I 



Tl 







I 

I 







I 

I 

I 

I 



a 
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EVALUATION OF TRAINEES' PROGRESS 



Accurate evaluation and self-assessment are essential in any 
educational program. It is hence very important to assess trainees 
in the Competency Language program as the performance of 
competencies is observable. 

For example the competency: "Exchange Appropriate Ritualistic 
Greetings". One could ask; "can the trainee exchange greetings 
during appropriate times of the day? The critical question in 
teaching competencies is to what extent can the trainee succeed. 

That question may be answered by language instructors, Language 
and Technical Coordinators as well as trainees themselves. The 
following techniques (both formal and informal, formative and 
summativc) represent a variety of ways to gather data on trainee 
progress: 

Daily evaluation 

Based on their observation of trainees' participation, instructors 
evaluate Trainees daily after each language competency. This 
evaluation is put on record in each trainee’ s file for follow-up and 
future reference. 

Scavenger Hunt 

The idea behind this technique is to observe the performance of 
competencies, as well as, to have fun. Trainees are given a list of 
concrete tasks and questions meant to encourage them to review 
competencies. Sample questions might be: 

a) Find out from the grocer what time he closes. 

b) Ask the maid how many children she has. 

Trainees share answers when they return to class and the 
instructor serves as a facilitator. 

Conference 

The purpose of this technique is to give the opportunity for 
language instructors and/or Coordinators and trainees to talk 
privately. Coordinators and/or instructors can meet with trainees to 
discuss progress, strategies and techniques or feelings about the 
new language. 

Interviews 

Weekly interviews of trainees are made by their correspondent 
instructors and records are kept in trainees’ files. These interviews 
help in weekly group assignment of trainees and future follow up, 
i.e. tutoring. 



